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Background 

In order to inform HELCOM Response 22 about EMSA’s main achievements during the year 2016 and 
proposed new projects, the attached brief has been developed covering: the implementation of EMSA’s new 
mandate, Oil Spill Response Vessels Network, Equipment Assistance Service, drills and exercises, Remotely 
Piloted Aircraft Systems, HNS related projects, update on CTG MPPR activities and update on other 
activities/projects. 

  
Action requested 
The Meeting is invited to take note of the information provided including the Annex. 
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The Achievements and envisaged new projects of EMSA 2016 

Oil spill response vessels’ network 
1. A new contracted vessel Norden, based in Gothenburg (Sweden) and engaged in bunkering activities 

in the Southern Baltic Sea, entered the operational phase of its contract with EMSA in June 2016. 
Contracted from Stena, the Norden strengthens the existing response capacities in the Southern 
Baltic Sea area thanks to its tank capacity of 2 880 m3 for recovered oil. The vessel is equipped with 
sweeping arm systems as well as an ocean boom and a high capacity skimmer for mechanical oil 
recovery.  

2. In addition, the vessel Mencey based in Las Palmas (Canary Islands, Spain) completed its Preparation 
Phase and entered into operational service in July 2016. In addition to its mechanical oil recovery 
equipment (sweeping arms and boom/skimmer arrangements), she is also equipped with spraying 
arms for seaborne dispersant application.  The vessel Bahia Tres, based in Sines (Portugal) has also 
been equipped with additional dispersant spraying systems. Both locations also have stockpiles (200 
t) of the dispersant Radiagreen OSD.  

Oil spill response specialised equipment 
3. The Agency has implemented its new Equipment Assistance Service (EAS) with two depots (near 

Aberdeen, UK and Gdansk, Poland) of specialised oil pollution response equipment.  The 
equipment, to be used from vessels of opportunity,  include fire booms, combined containment 
and recovery systems and oil trawl nets  that can be deployed without special pre-fitting. As part of 
the EAS implementation plan, two training seminars for Member States’ experts have been 
organised on 15 September and on 5 October 2016 in Aberdeen, UK and Gdansk, Poland 
respectively. 

Drills and exercises 

4. A broad drill and exercise programme is being carried out during 2016. In total it is expected that by 
the end of the year, EMSA will have taken part in:  

• 70 quarterly and acceptance drills;  

• 10 international exercises with the participation of at least 10 vessels;  

• 10 notification exercises.  
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HNS related projects 

5. The MAR-ICE Network, providing rapid access to substance-specific information and specialist 
advice on chemical products in the event of a maritime emergency continues through to October 
2017. Since the last HELCOM Response meeting, the network has been activated three times during 
pollution response exercises involving chemicals. The MAR-ICE Contact Form, used for the 
network’s activation, was revised in April 2016. 

6.  The MAR-CIS 2 project (Marine Chemical Information Sheets) for the development of a web portal 
and a stand-alone smartphone/tablet version is under development and should be completed 
before the end of 2016.   

This phase of the project (MAR-CIS 2) will focus on two main objectives:  

i. Broaden the dissemination of the MAR-CIS information, by developing a dedicated MAR-CIS 
web-portal; linking the MAR-CIS information to the SSN (SafeSeaNet) CHD database 
(Central Hazmat Database)[3] released on 28 September 2016; and developing a MAR-CIS 
application for mobile devices for offline use. 

ii. Improve and update the MAR-CIS information as appropriate in order to maintain it as a 
reliable source of information for emergency responders. 

 

Consultative Technical Group for Marine Pollution Preparedness and Response (CTG 
MPPR) 

7. The 10th meeting of the Consultative Technical Group for Marine Pollution Preparedness and 
Response (CTG MPPR) was held on 3 March 2016  

Progress on the projects currently addressed under the CTG Rolling Work Programme was presented and 
the ongoing work was supported by the CTG MPPR. New project proposals were also presented and 
discussed. The agreed projects under the CTG MPPR for the period 2016-2017 include: 

a) Pollution Response Costs Recovery & Claims Management: the fourth workshop on Claims 
Management for EU national claims handlers facilitated by EMSA was held on 6 October 2016. 
The workshop gathered 23 participants representing 17 States.  

The workshop focussed on reviewing the updates to the “EU States Claims Management 
Guidelines”, as prepared by the Claims Management Working Group (CMWG), on sharing best 
practices on claims management and on presenting relevant National marine incident cases. 
Workshop participants welcomed the work of the CMWG as facilitated by EMSA and 
recommended continuation of these activities.  

                                                           
[2] The objective of the SSN CHD database is to improve the data quality of Hazmat notifications to the SSN system and to minimise the 

administrative burden of ship reporting. It gathers as reference the IMO codes information from MARPOL Annex 1 and the IGC, IBC, IMDG, IMSBC 
codes. For Member States that have implemented the NSW (National Single Window), the CHD database will be used to minimise the burden of the 
reporting by automatic filling in the static data elements with the informtion from the IMO codes. 
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b) The 5th training course on ‘The use of surveillance systems for marine pollution detection and 
assessment: Operational aspects’ will be held on 29-30 November 2016. This course has an 
operational focus and its primary target participant group is aerial operators with limited to 
medium experience. As it also includes information on legal aspects of the use of surveillance 
systems for marine pollution detection and follow-up actions, it is also attended by junior 
investigators or prosecutors. The course is held every 2-3 years and feedback received to date 
has been very positive.  Experts from Norway, Sweden, Denmark, France, the Netherlands and 
Finland will contribute as trainers for this upcoming training. 

c) The Empollex expert exchange programme is continuing in 2016, on the basis of specific 
interest expressed by eight Member States for its continuation. Two exchanges have been 
approved to date. The programme’s continuation in 2017 is dependent on the level of interest 
expressed by Member States by the end of 2016. 

d) A group of experts has been established under the CTG MPPR to explore possible added-value 
actions in support of the preparedness and response to incidents involving hazardous and 
noxious substances (TCG-HNS). The group’s first task, led by France, is to review existing training 
material and develop the curriculum for an HNS training course (including an HNS exercise) for 
EU Member States, focusing on the exchange of experience and best practices among Member 
States (a training course from Member States for Member States).  

e) The outcome of the workshop on “Oil fingerprinting and the work of the Oil Spill Identification 
Network (OSINet)”, organised by Germany, the Netherlands and Belgium with EMSA’s support 
and hosted by EMSA on 2 March 2016, was discussed by the CTG. The importance of oil sampling 
and oil fingerprinting was recognised and the wish for EMSA to continue facilitating the exchange 
of best practice in this field and supporting the OSINet work was reiterated. The workshop 
demonstrated the work of the Bonn Agreement OSINet group of experts to the EU countries and 
facilitated the exchange of knowledge and best practice on oil sampling and oil fingerprinting 
(the workshop report is published on EMSA’s website).  

Recognising the expertise available within the OSINet group, a new Correspondence Group 
(CG) has been established under the CTG MPPR to address oil spill sampling and oil 
identification; under the lead of Germany, the CG will develop a training curriculum on oil 
sampling and practical Guidelines on oil spill sampling and oil identification. 

The 11th CTG MPPR meeting will be held on 15 March 2017 in Lisbon.  
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Update on other EMSA activities / projects 
8. The link between SafeSeaNet (SSN) and the Common Emergency Communication and Information 

System (CECIS), managed by DG ECHO, has been established. SSN is used for reporting POLWARN 
and POLINF messages, while CECIS is the only system to report POLFAC messages. In order to avoid 
double reporting, POLWARN and POLINF messages are now automatically communicated by SSN to 
CECIS through an automatic link between the two systems. Consequently, all POLWARN and 
POLINF messages will be “pushed” to CECIS when notified by Member States in SSN. In addition, 
any update or feedback to the original message will also be “pushed” to CECIS. The data from SSN 
will be processed by CECIS and made available to its users.  

EMSA, in close cooperation with the European Commission (DG ECHO) plans to hold a joint one day 
training on the SafeSeaNet and CECIS MP systems in March 2017 in Lisbon, targeted specifically for 
Marine Pollution Response authorities. This joint training will focus on issues such as incident 
reporting in SSN; HAZMAT related developments in SSN;  the SSN-CECIS link; CECIS functionalities; 
and key features of the CECIS application. 

9. The updated and enhanced version 2 of EMSA’s Dispersant Usage Evaluation Tool (DUET v.2) has 
been distributed to the EU Member States, together with a leaflet briefly presenting the tool’s 
scope. Training for national experts on the DUET’s functionalities was held in February 2016. 
Further training will be provided by EMSA in the future. Member States are invited to provide 
feedback on the use of this decision support tool to the dedicated email address 
(DUET@emsa.europa.eu). 

10. The 6th Pollution Response Services (PRS) User Group meeting (ex-Vessel User Group meeting) was  
held at EMSA on 20 October 2016. As agreed at the last VUG meeting, the (newly named) PRS User 
Group has extended its scope to cover operational aspects of all of EMSA’s pollution response 
services, including the Network of stand-by Oil Spill Response Vessels, the Equipment Assistance 
Service and the MAR-ICE Network for chemical spills, as well as any relevant developments from or 
topics of interest to the participating members of the PRS User Group. 

11. EMSA e-learning platform – Development of a new module on ”How to activate EMSA’s pollution 
response services”. Since 2011, EMSA has opted for the use of e-learning modules related to the 
implementation of the Directive 2009/16/EC on Port State Control. During the years the modules 
have increased to cater for more elements in line with the core tasks of the Agency such as the 
MedMoU procedures, STCW Convention etc. There are currently about 20 e-learning courses 
available  to approximately 2000 users, with several more modules under development. The Agency 
aims to develop in 2017 a module dedicated to raise awareness and demonstrate the activation 
procedures of EMSA’s pollution response services (Vessels Network, EAS, MAR-ICE, CSN). The target 
audience for such a course are newcomers in MRCCs or relevant maritime adminsitartions. 

12. Remotely Piloted Aerial Systems - RPAS 

In general, marine pollution monitoring requires a lower spatial resolution over a large area to be 
monitored, whereas on the other hand it also requires analysis of detected spills, the identification 
of potential polluters, and the support to response operations which requires a higher spatial 
resolution for surveillance. This remains a challenge; e.g. the services based on satellite imagery do 
not have the capability to cover a particular area of interest at a specific moment and to stay on 
location. Remotely Piloted Aircraft Systems (RPAS) have the potential to radically improve the 
surveillance and detection capabilities, as they can cover larger sea areas, but can also be steered 
to a certain location and stay on site to be able to assist and monitor a response operation 
following the detection of the spill. Furthermore, RPAS could also be used for purposes such as the 
sniffing of shipborne air emissions (primarily SOx) in order to be able to potentially target vessels 

mailto:DUET@emsa.europa.eu
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which might be violating the Sulphur Directive. They can also be used for maritime surveillance in 
general. This allows for multi-purpose operations using RPAS and thus more cost effective 
operations. 

Based on a thorough user and industry consultation process in 2015, EMSA recently procured 
multi-purpose RPAS services in support to EU Member States and European Agencies, which will be 
available by beginning of 2017. These services will cover marine pollution and emissions 
monitoring. A further larger procurement is also ongoing at present to contract RPAS services for 
wider maritime surveillance purposes. These multi-purpose RPAS services will also be availabe in 
2017. Still a challenge is the operation of the RPAS in civil air space. Working closely  with EASA and 
EUROCONTROL, the Agency is working to establish procedures facilitating the provision of the 
“permits to fly”, which have to be issued by Member State administrations. Member States are 
now invited to request oil pollution monitoring services based on RPAS services. These services will 
be funded by EU budget and are therefore free for users. The Member State requesting the 
services only has to provide logistical support and assistance obtaining the “permit to fly” for the 
RPAS operations.  
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